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Introduction: 

1. Someone tells you that a young boy died today. He died by drowning. Those are some bare facts. 

Your response might be, “What a shame.” But what if this is presented in story form? Would you 

respond in a different way? 

2. Four gospels. That’s what God has given us.  Each gospel was written for a different purpose, yet 

perfectly harmonizing to give us a full, complete and accurate picture of our Lord.  

3. But, why is the gospel given to us in story form? That may not be an easy question to answer.  

The Lesson: 

I. Why is the gospel given in story form? 

A. A story is a way to say something which can’t be said any other way. Only in a story do you 

see the character of the person, his personality, hopes, desires, conflicts, pain, joys and fears. 

You can read a list of ten pertinent facts about Abraham Lincoln; but you will never know the 

man by a list of facts. You need the story of Abraham Lincoln to appreciate the man. 

B. So it is with Jesus. A list of facts leaves us wanting. A list of commands is inadequate. Yet, 

strangely, that is what we often say we want from God. “Just give me a list of do’s and don’ts, 

of rights and wrongs, commands to keep—and I will be happy.” No you wouldn’t. A list of cold 

hard facts and commands does not appeal to our hearts. Read the book of Leviticus (possibly 

the least read book in the Bible) and see how you like that. We don’t like to read Leviticus be-

cause there is no story in the book, rather hundreds of commands. 

C. This is one of the things wrong with boiling the gospel down to a short list of propositions.  

1. Maybe you have seen a list something like this:  

a. You have sinned.  

b. Your sin separates you from God.  

c. Jesus died for your sins. 

d. You should trust Jesus.  

2. While these facts are true, they don’t make much sense when isolated from the story 

about Jesus. There is nothing in this list that tells us who Jesus is or what God really 

wants from us. (By the way, these four things are presented in tracts about salvation. 

They don’t give you much to respond to, even though this list calls for a response.) 

3. You look at these four things and say they are true. But people don’t respond to bare facts 

like they do to stories.  

D. We can illustrate this with some facts about the movie Star Wars. A list of facts may have 

some value, but a short list of facts doesn’t tell the story. You need the story! 

E. We respond to stories. People have been telling stories for thousands of years. Humans are 

hard-wired to tell stories and to listen to stories; it is in our nature to remember stories; it is part 

of our make-up to pass stories along to others. 



1. The four statements (earlier) about the gospel are true, but they make little sense when 

isolated from the greater story of the gospel plan that God has for our lives. The gospel 

works because it is in story form. Without the story, you have no gospel. 

2. Imagine deciding whether or not to marry someone based on a list of facts. Would you 

marry someone based on the fact that “he looks good on paper”?  

F. God did not give us a list of propositions, or a mere list of commands to follow. He could have, 

but He didn’t. Instead He gave us 66 books that detail the story of redemption through our 

Lord Jesus. The four gospels turn out to be the heart of the story. And those four gospels are 

in story form themselves. And even beyond that, each of the gospels contain separate stories 

within themselves—the parables. 

II. Here are some things the gospel stories do for us. 

A. Each of these is beneficial and could never be accomplished with a mere file of facts or a cata-

logue of commands. 

1. Stories make the gospels memorable. We easily remember the Good Samaritan (Luke 

10:25-37). We remember stories like these, and recall the lessons learned. 

2. Stories engage us and involve us. They capture our imagination and draw us in. Jesus 

tells us how the Pharisees cheated widows (Matthew 23:14), and we feel anger at them. 

3. Stories have application to our own lives. Jesus tells the Pharisees to stone the adulterous 

woman (John 8:2-11)—and they all walk away. We are made to remember our sins. 

4. Stories show us God’s love for us. It is in the story of Nicodemus (John 3:1-18) that Jesus 

declared that “God so loved the world…” 

5. Stories show us the very heart of Jesus. It is in the story of the death of Lazarus (John 

11:1-45) that Jesus comes to his tomb and weeps with those who are grieving. He cares. 

6. Stories capture our attention with highs and lows. We see the Prodigal leave home (Luke 

15:11-32). What will happen next? When he wastes all that he has, how will it turn out? 

7. Stories powerfully appeal to our hearts. As Mark shows Jesus commending the widow 

who put two coins in the treasury (Mark 12:41-44), it can make us ashamed of our giving. 

8. Stories dramatically call us to action. When Jesus tells us how we treat our brethren is the 

measure of how we treat Him (Matthew 25:31-41), it serves as a wakeup call! 

B. The gospel stories do all these things and more.  

 

Conclusion: 

1. There is much more that could be said about why the gospel comes to us in story form. 

2. But the story is incomplete. There is an element that must be added to the story—you! The great 

question of the gospel is about whether or not you will become part of the story by following Jesus.   


